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International Environmental Weed Foundation is pleased to present a 
report covering activities for year ending 30th June 2024 

International Environmental Weed Foundation  
Annual Report – June 2024 

InternaƟonal Environmental Weed FoundaƟon (IEWF)  
trading as Habitat Network and The Habitat 

 
This year has seen another wet year and seed producƟon in the bush seems to have been down. This 
might be due to the weather or perhaps fewer insects and pollinators in the urban bushland. At The 
Habitat we see a lot of pollinators mostly as we have 2 naƟve hives and a neighbour has a hive of 
European bees. Unfortunately on our regular walks through the bush we rarely see bees or other insects. 
 
Our habitat corridor projects and promoƟons conƟnue to expand with planƟngs (and weeding) and talks / 
workshops raising awareness. One advantage of Bev Debrincat (ExecuƟve Director of IEWF) also 
conƟnuing as Chair of Greater Sydney Landcare is the on-going networking that this posiƟon provides to 
keep encouraging small bird habitat connecƟons in all aspects of caring for Country. 
 
Through our relaƟonship with Greater Sydney Landcare and ParramaƩa River Catchment Group (PRCG), 
Habitat Network partnered with PRCG for the NSW Landcare Enabling Grant applicaƟon. Greater Sydney 
Landcare is the regional host organisaƟon for this grant and was required to have as sub-hosts landcare 
networks or  a sub-host who has a close affiliaƟon with a landcare network in the sub-regions. Habitat 
Network was the logical fit for this partnership being the largest landcare network in the ParramaƩa River 
Catchment. See more below under PRCG-Habitat Network partnership. 
 
Our nursery producƟon has been down from previous years mostly due to the weather, being either to 
hot, too wet or too cold for opƟmum germinaƟon and growth of plants.  
 
We have kept our websites up-to-date and remained acƟve on social media. Check out: 
www.iewf.org 
www.habitatnetwork.org 
hƩps://www.facebook.com/HabitatNetwork and also HabitatNetwork on Instagram. 
 
 The Google AdWords grant is sƟll helping to promote our  Habitat Network website. 
 
Also our ExecuƟve Director, Bev Debrincat, aŌer receiving the Greater Sydney Individual Landcarer of the 
Year Award in June 2023 for her ongoing work with IEWF, Habitat Network, The Habitat, Greater Sydney 
Landcare, Landcare NSW, and local landcare, bushcare and environmental groups and projects, was one of 
three finalists for the NSW State Individual Landcarer Award.  
 
We thank our members and volunteers for your conƟnued support. 
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The Habitat - community plant nursery and food garden  
As you can see below our numbers have dropped off this year. We have kept the number of volunteers to 
a manageable number and have the weeding and garden maintenance under control. We occasionally 
extend our work with our teenage volunteers into Santa Rosa Park as part of the maintenance and 
expansion of the Shrimpton’s Creek small bird habitat corridor. Steve, a regular volunteer, conƟnues to 
manage the bushland area along the creek in Santa Rosa Park and our composƟng. Bev and Steve also 
manage and are gradually extend the habitat planƟng on the RMS land near Epping Road, which is also 
part of the Shrimpton’s Creek corridor. The number of plants produced declined mostly due to extremes 
of weather which reduced germinaƟon and rooƟng of cuƫngs. 
 
The Habitat staƟsƟcs by financial year: 
         2021-2022     2022-2023    2023-2024 
Total volunteer hours                3612    4094             3824 
Recorded visitors       1815    1579              1367 
Total plants  out (sold, donated  or planted)       9201    7796              6358  
Total out plus in-stock at EOY    14550             11457  10744 
 
 
We are pleased to let you know that the habitat values are improving along Shrimpton’s Creek with Buff-
banded Rails now being sighted regularly. In total we know of 4 chicks in Greenwood Park/ELS Hall Park 
and another 2 adults and 2 chicks in Santa Rosa Park. They conƟnue to survive, even with a number of 
large dogs that roam around off leash with their uncaring owners, thanks to dense areas of habitat and 
the ability for these ground-dwelling birds to 
run fast and hide.  

We were excited, in the community garden at 
The Habitat, to see a Variegated Fairywren and 
a White-browed Scrubwren spend at least 1 day 
resƟng. The Variegated Fairywren was the 1st 
recorded in this corridor since we started 
monitoring 13 years ago. The number of species 
of birds seen in the corridor has increased with 
King Parrots, Eastern Rosellas and Crimson 
Rosellas being frequent visitors. Eastern 
Whipbirds are notoriously hard to see however there is a couple calling regularly on our RMS site. On an 
average walk along Shrimpton’s Creek 20+ different species may be seen or heard. In total 25 different 
species of birds have been seen or heard.  
 
See video at: Variegated fairywren at The Habitat 2024 02 17 (youtube.com)  
 
We thank all of our volunteers for their support, especially our core team Bev, Pam, Penny, Jenny and 
Steve. 

Buff-banded Rail chick March 2024 ELS Hall  
Park—1 of 4 living in this part of the Shrimp-
ton’s Creek habitat corridor 
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Greater Sydney Landcare - ParramaƩa River Catchment Group - Habitat Network 
partnership 
 
In November 2023, as part of the Greater Sydney Landcare regional applicaƟon for funding from the NSW 
Landcare Enabling Program (NSW LEP, funded by the NSW State Government), we entered a partnership 
with ParramaƩa River Catchment Group (PRCG) and Greater Sydney Landcare (GSL) via an MOU between 
the 3 parƟes. This MOU allows PRCG to host a Local Landcare Coordinator (LLC) and for Habitat Network 
to help steer this role, help create a new network of groups within the catchment and to connect more 
producƟvely with GSL. 
 
The most significant part of this arrangement for Habitat Network is for us to help build and manage a 
ParramaƩa River Catchment network of landcare, bushcare and other environmental groups that will 
support the LLC/Riverkeeper and PRCG, and work with the LLC/Riverkeeper to promote the network and 
build capacity for the groups. This network at the Ɵme of wriƟng has been formed, has held 3 meeƟngs 
with a 4th planned on the 11 August 2024. The group has adopted the name ParramaƩa River and Water-
ways Network (PRAWN). It has run a stand at PRCG’s 10th birthday event at Bayview Park early in 2024 
and has developed a brochure which is sƟll evolving. A logo for the group is also under discussion based 
around the acronym for the group: PRAWN. Note: prawns do sƟll exist in the ParramaƩa River. Each 
meeƟng includes a capacity building component, the last was walk over and discussion of the wetlands at 
the Field of Mars Reserve. Each meeƟng moves to a new locaƟon to showcase an element of the Parra-
maƩa River Catchment. The network will also be geƫng involved in ciƟzen science. 
 
PRCG’s LLC/Riverkeeper reƟred at the end of June (funded via a previous round of funding and the NSW 
LEP) and has been replaced. We look forward to working with the new LLC/Riverkeeper who started in 
July 2024. 
 
See PRAWN webpage: Riverkeeper Program | ParramaƩa River (ourlivingriver.com.au)  

 
 

Photo of PRAWN meeƟng at Field Of Mars 
Reserve - Photo Riverkeeper PRCG 

Photo of PRAWN meeƟng at McIIwaine 
Park - Photo Riverkeeper PRCG 
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 PromoƟons, events and workshops 
 
This was a quiet year with fewer talks and workshops and only a couple of newsleƩers. We did 1 
workshop for Erskineville Small Bird project, and talks were given for Eastwood Garden Club and 
Permaculture North. 
 
We conƟnued to work with Greater Sydney Landcare and Landcare NSW and conƟnue to support the 
bushland commiƩees of both City of Ryde Council and Hunters Hill Council and the Ryde Environmental 
EducaƟon Network run by City of Ryde.   
 
Our promoƟons focused more on talking to people at events and through our networking and connecƟons 
with Greater Sydney Landcare, ParramaƩa River Catchment Group and Landcare NSW. The first 
ParramaƩa River and Waterways Network (PRAWN) meeƟng was held at The Habitat giving all members a 
chance to get to know us and we ran a PRAWN stall at PRCG’s 10th birthday event at Bayview Park 
promoƟng PRAWN and its member groups. 
 
Stalls were the usual success at Moocooboola with Hunters Hill Council, and Granny Smith FesƟval and 
Sustainability Fair with City of Ryde Council. The Sustainability Fair event was a liƩle unusual as due to the 
on-going wet weather it was held in the carpark at Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club.  
 
We also had a stall at an event at Ryde TAFE run by the Australian AssociaƟon of Bush Regenerators in 
May 2024. At this stall we promoted PRAWN and Habitat Network and Bev was invited to be a speaker on 
an expert panel about bush regeneraƟon into the future. 
 
As usual we provided free plants to a number of schools for NaƟonal Tree Day and conƟnue to provide 

plants to bushcare groups also at no cost to them. 
 
Our websites have been kept up-to-date and we 
generally post on our HabitatNetwork Facebook and 
Instagram pages at least weekly. 
 
 

Granny Smith stall October 2023 

Volunteers at work in The Habitat  
community garden April 2024 


